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   �If a child doesn�t know how to read, we teach. 

      If a child doesn�t know how to swim, we teach. 

      If a child doesn�t know how to multiply, we teach. 

      If a child doesn�t know how to drive, we teach. 

      If a child doesn�t know how to behave,   

        we…….....     …….teach?             ……punish? 

   Why can�t we finish the last sentence as automatically as 
we do the others?� 
 Tom Herner (NASDE President ) Counterpoint 1998, p.2) 
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 If a child doesn�t know how to behave:   

 If a child doesn�t know how to problem solve, 

 If a child doesn�t know how to play with others, 

 If a child doesn�t know how to self-manage, 

 If a child doesn�t know how to express emotions, 

 If a child doesn�t know how to communicate, 

 we…….....     …….teach?             ……punish? 
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Equating Behavior and Social Skills 

  

Identifying Teachable Moments 
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Friendship Skills 

•  Gives suggestions (play 
organizers) 

•  Shares toys and other 
materials 

•  Takes turns (reciprocity)  
•  Is helpful 
•  Gives compliments 
•  Understands how and 

when to give an apology 
•  Begins to empathize 
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Play Organizers 

• Rationale 
• Describe skill 

– Get a friend�s attention 
– Give a friend a toy 
– Offer suggestions of what to do with toys/materials 

• Demonstrate 
– Right way 
– Wrong way 

• Practice 
• Promote 
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• Rationale 
• Describe skill 

– Child has materials 
– Offers or responds to request from peer for materials 

• Demonstrate 
– Right way 
– Wrong way 

• Practice 
• Promote 
 

Sharing 
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Being Helpful/Team Player 

• Rationale 
• Describe skill 

– Children might assist each other 
– Tell or show a friend how to do something 
– Assist a friend in distress 

• Demonstrate 
– Right way 
– Wrong way 

• Practice 
• Promote 
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Taking Turns 

• Rationale 
• Describe skill 

– �You take a turn, I take a turn� 
– Might ask for a turn with a toy 
– Might initiate turn taking games 

• Demonstrate 
– Right way 
– Wrong way 

• Practice 
• Promote 
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Giving Compliments 
• Rationale 
• Describe skill 

– Verbal – say things like: 
• �Good job _____!� 
• �I like the way you _____!� 

– Physical – Do things like: 
• Hug 
• Pat on the shoulder 
• High Five 

• Demonstrate 
– Right way 
– Wrong way 

• Practice 
• Promote 
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Knowing How and When to 
 Give Apologies 

• Rationale 
• Describe skill 

– Children might say, �I�m sorry I hit you when you 
took my ball.� 
– �I didn�t mean to push you.�  

• Demonstrate skill 
– Right way 
– Wrong way 

• Practice 
• Promote 
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Adults May Support Children in 
Using Social Skills by: 

•  Monitoring during play and large group time. 
•  Cueing children to play together, share with 

their friends, and be persistent 
•  Modeling positive peer interaction with other 

adults in the classroom 
•  Including cooperative use toys  

in the classroom 

Cooperative Use Toys 

•  Balls 
•  Puppets 
•  Wagons 
•  2 telephones 
•  Teeter-totters 
 

•  Tire swings 
•  Rocking boats 
•  Board games 
•  Dress-up clothes 
•  Dramatic Play 

materials 

Adults May Support Children in 
Implementing Strategies by: 

•  Giving specific verbal cues, praise, & 
suggestions 

•  Giving material reinforcers 
•  Providing physical assistance 
•  Embedding planned social interactions 
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Peer Mediated Strategies 
LEAP’s Social Skills Curriculum 

1.  Getting Your Friends Attention 
2.  Sharing - “Giving Toys” 
3.  Sharing - “Requesting Toys” 
4.  Play Organizer  

•  “You be the Mommy.” 

5.  Giving a Compliment  
•  “I like your painting.” 

Peer-Mediated Social Skills Training 

•  Choose a typical peer 
•  Present lesson with typical 

peer and target child 
•  Embed skill opportunities 
•  Prompt or script typical peer 
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How to Teach Social Skills  

1.  Direct group instruction 
2.    
3.    
4.    
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Social Skill Curriculum –  
 Teaching the Skills 

1.  Describe Skill 
2.  Demonstrate  

  the “Right Way” 
3.  Demonstrate  

  the “Wrong Way” 
4.  Child Practice with 

Adult 
5.  Child Practice with 

Child 
6.  Set up Reinforcement 

System 
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How to Teach Social Skills  

1.  Direct group instruction 
2.  Provide opportunities to practice the 

targeted skill (Natural and Planned) 
3.    
4.    
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Creating Planned Social 
Opportunities in the Classroom 

•  Look at things we do for children everyday 
– Have children invite peers to an activity 
– Have children pass out and collect materials 
– Serve snack “family style” (Snack Captains) 

–  Must start thinking in terms of creating social 
opportunities 
•  Plan for Social Skills opportunities during your 

curriculum planning meetings. 
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How to Teach Social Skills  

1.  Direct group instruction 
2.  Provide opportunities to practice the 

targeted skill(s) (Natural and Planned) 
3.  Prompting children to use the targeted skill 
4.    
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Tips for Promoting Social 
Interactions 

! Arrange Materials and Classroom environment. 
! Place Children in Positions where they can 

interact. 
! Be sure children look at each other and use 

names. 
! Nonverbal children can use physical contact. 

! Remind children to try again if they don’t get a 
response. 

! Remind children to “Play with your friends”. 
! Tell children exactly what to say using simple 

sentences. 
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How to Teach Social Skills  

1.  Direct group instruction 
2.  Provide opportunities to practice the 

targeted skill(s) (Natural and Planned) 
3.  Prompting children to use the targeted skill 
4.  Reinforcing the behavior when it happens 
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Social Skills in the Classroom - 
Reinforcement System 

1  Tell children what they will be 
reinforced for. 
–  Establish (choose) 

reinforcement 
2  Watch for natural occurrences 

of the target behavior. 
3  Reinforce with Behavior 

Specific Praise and specified 
reinforcer. 

Teacher’s  
Toolbox 

 
ttoolbox.com 

Activities to Support the  
Development of Friendship Skills 

•  Friendship Can 
•  Friendship Tree/Compliment 

Tree 
•  Books about Friendships 
•  Friendship Quilt 
•  Friendship Journal 
•  Music/Songs 
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Would it be safe? 
Would it be fair? 
How would everyone feel? 

Problem Solving Steps 
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Step 2 

Help the Child Think of a Possible Solution: 

• Get a teacher 
• Ask nicely 
• Ignore 
• Play 
• Say, �Please stop.� 
• Say, �Please.� 
• Share 
• Trade toys/item 
• Wait and take turns 
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The Solution Kit 
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2 X 2 SOLUTION KIT CUE CARDS 

February 20, 
2013 
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Available Resources   

•  Center on the Social and Emotional 
Foundations for Early Learning 
– Training Materials 
– What Works Briefs 
– http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/  

•  Teacher’s Toolbox: Quality Inclusion 
Curriculum 
– http://www.ttoolbox.com/ 

Contact Information 

Gerry Morgan 
ECPBIS Trainer & Consultant 

541-912-9586 
geraldamorgan@mac.com 

gerryskids.com 
 
 


